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Dandelion Wishes is an independent 
magazine created to share children's 
ideas and artwork as we move through 
the seasons. It is our belief that Nature 
is an inspiration that is often ignored 
and we would like to encourage young 
people to Explore the world around 
them, Engage with it, and Express their 
experiences.

To contribute to future issues:
dandelionwishesmag@gmail.com

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
Take a moment to do a little word association. 
I'll give you a word and you say aloud the first 
words that come to mind. 

Winter 

What words popped up for you? 

For me, Winter is cold and stark but also 
spark l ing and cozy. I t is a t ime for 
introspection and turning inward as many of 
us spend more time indoors and less time with 
other people. And then there are festivals and 
excuses to celebrate light and love and family 
and new beginnings. 

Stories are integral to the Winter season for 
many cultures. They can fill the short days and 
with laughter and wonder, and make the long 
nights more bearable. In these pages you will 
find poetry to recite, stories to re-tell, books to 
read, and puppets to help you make up your 
own stories. 

Food is also a fun part of Winter. Tea, soup, 
snow ice cream! Holidays are a wonderful time 
to share timeless family recipes and start new 
culinary traditions as well. 

However you enjoy this season, I hope you will 
find many moments to treasure.



�3

EXPRESS  
04 Snow Storm

05    Winter Storm

11 Winter Eyes 

12 Snow Wear 

13 The Snowman 

19 Snow | Acrostics 

  
ENGAGE 
05     Jointed Paper Dolls 

13 Mini Maze  

14 Good Ol' Snow Ice Cream 

15 Peppermint Bath Salts 

  
EXPLORE 
09     Pleiades

16 Cozy Up With A Book  

20 A few of our favorite things  

  
 



�4

Snow Storm
Ralph Waldo Emerson lived in Massachusetts in the 

19th century.

Announced by all the trumpets of the sky,  
Arrives the snow, and, driving o’er the fields,  
Seems nowhere to alight: the whited air 
Hides hills and woods, the river, and the heaven, 
And veils the farm-house at the garden’s end.  
The sled and traveller stopped, the courier’s feet 
Delayed, all friends shut out, the housemates sit 
Around the radiant fireplace, enclosed 
In a tumultuous privacy of storm.
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Sage lives in Southern Vermont.
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“Nam ut massa 
turpis, ac blandit 
justo. Nulla ultri-

Ava lives 
in New 
Jersey.
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In the Winter months, 
the constellation 
Pleiades is visible in 
the Northern 
hemisphere. Can you 
find it? 

What shape do you 
see in this cluster of 
stars? Is there a story 
to tell?

Long ago, the Iroquois people say there were 7 
boys who wanted to do just as their fathers did. 
To have a special medicine lodge society. In 
such a lodge, they would play a drum and they 
would dance and sing and they would have a 
great feast afterward, and so they went to their 
parents and told them what they wanted to do. 
But their mothers and their fathers, they 
laughed at those boys: "You are too young to 
do this sort of thing! Go and play some other 
game that children play." 

Those boys became very angry. They began to 
walk out of the village, and as they walked out, 
an old man was there near the edge of the 
village holding a drum. He said to them, "Here. 
You can have this drum." They took that drum, 
and they continued on until they reached a 
place on the other side of a hill and there began 
to dance and sing, louder and louder, so loud 
that the sound of their dancing and singing 
reached back to the village. And their mothers 
and fathers hearing it, said, "Who is having the 
meeting of a medicine lodge society? Who 
could that be?" 

They followed the sound of the drum. They 
came to the hilltop and they looked down and 
they saw those 7 boys dancing in a circle, 
playing the drum and singing. But they were so 
angry that as they danced and sang, the power 
of their singing and dancing was such that their 
feet were no longer touching the ground. 
Higher and higher they danced, higher and 
higher. Their parents called out to them, but 
they continued to dance. Although it is said that 
one of the smallest ones looked back and fell 
down as a shooting star. 

The others danced right up into the sky. They 
dance there to this day, those 7 dancing boys 
that are now called the Pleiades by European 
people. But those are those boys from long 
ago, whose parents did not respect them. 

Storyteller Joseph Bruchac

Source: Living on Earth interview with Joseph Bruchac on 12/16/1994, https://goo.gl/6j2gGp
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No Summer haze.
No Autumn mist.
The Winter air
Is clean and crisp.
And when the moon
And stars appear,
They somehow seem 
To be more near.
Orion shines,
Big Dipper's bright
Upon this wonderous 
Winterous night.

By D. Florian

from the book 'Winter Eyes'
see page 16 of this magazine
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Daniel lives in Massachusetts.
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One must have a mind of winter  
To regard the frost and the boughs  
Of the pine-trees crusted with snow;
And have been cold a long time  
To behold the junipers shagged with ice, 
The spruces rough in the distant glitter
Of the January sun; and not to think  
Of any misery in the sound of the wind, 
In the sound of a few leaves,
Which is the sound of the land  
Full of the same wind  
That is blowing in the same bare place
For the listener, who listens in the snow, 
And, nothing himself, beholds  
Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is.

The Snowman

Wallace Stevens

Maisy lives in Northern Colorado.

Can you find your way 
through the snowy path?

Tara  lives in Southern Vermont.
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Good Ol' Snow Ice Cream 

• Snow, 1 cup 
• Vanilla extract, about a teaspoon 
• Sugar, to taste 
• Milk, to desired consistency 

Add flavors as preferred. 

Maisy's family enjoys Snow Ice Cream 
 in Colorado every Winter.
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Peppermint Bath Salts
needed:
1 mason jar
Ribbon or string
Epsom salts
Peppermint essential oils
Dried lavender (optional)

• Fill the jar with Epsom salts until filled to the top.
• Put 7-10 drops of peppermint essential oil into the jar.
• Screw on the lid and shake it around. 
• Then open and add lavender to the top.
• Cut a gift tag and fill it out as seen below.
• Punch a hole through the gift tag.
• Thread a ribbon or string through the hole and tie it around 

the jar.

Peppermint Bath Salts 
Put 3-4 Tablespoons into a hot bath and relax.

Tara lives in Southern Vermont.
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Here are some readers' favorite 
books. What have you read lately?

Snowman's Story
by Will Hillenbrand

Snow
by Uri Shulevitz

The Snowy Day
by Ezra Jack Keats

Winter is Coming
by Tony Johnston

The Brave Little Puppy
by Lori Evert

Return of the Light
by Carolyn McVicar Edwards

The Shortest Day
by Wendy Pfeffer

The Ninjabread Man
by C.J. Leigh

Zoe's Rescue Zoo (series)
by Amelia Cobb

Amelia Bedelia (chapter books)
by Herman Parish

Wings of Fire (series)
by Tui T. Sutherland

The Evolution of Culpurnia Tate
by Jacqueline Kelly

Cozy up
With a Book
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My favorite book is Korgi book 1 by Christian Slade. 
It is a graphic novel with no words. Korgi is about 
Ivy and Sprout who go on a big adventure and meet 
all these monsters. Ivy is something they call a 
Molly. A Molly is like Fairy but a little teeny bit 
bigger but they look very small to us. Sprout is a 
Korgi, a kind of dog that has very much of fur. They 
live together in Korgi Hollow. Wart is the wisest 
and he owns all the libraries. He likes to read 
books about the future and a long time ago back. 
Wart is not much in the story at all. Creephogs, 
they spy on the Mollies and the Korgies. They are 
round and don’t have any feet and they have very 
long eyebrows. Lump protects Korgi Hollow and the 
Korgies and the Mollies. He’s very very big and 
although he looks scary, he’s not scary, he’s very 
nice. The Lieutenant is one of the scary monsters 
that Sprout and Ivy meet. It keeps company with 
the Gallump. The Gallump is an ogre-like creature 
and he has muddy things all over him, I don’t know 
what they are. He lives near Korgi Hollow on a 
giant mountain. The Minions do stuff for the 
Gallump and the Lieutenant. Oscar lives in Southern Vermont.

I like this book because they get into an 
adventure and because it’s scary. And there are 
more books to this story but they get even 
scarier. I like that better. What’s funny about it 
is I wish the last book was the first book because 
it’s the most scary. Even though I like that it is 
scary, sometimes I have to take a break from the 
books because I get too scared. I like the 
pictures in the book but I wish they were in 
color.  

The thing I don’t like in this book is how the 
Gallump acts. Because he wants to put Sprout 
and Ivy in the stew.  

This is a great book but please don’t read it if 
you don’t like scary stories.
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My favorite book is Harry Potter 
and the Goblet of Fire by J.K. 
Rowling. It is a long book (734 
pages) but it is really good. The 
main characters are Harry 
Potter, an orphan who lives with 
his awful aunt, uncle and 
cousin during the summer, and 
his best friends Ron Weasley, 
the second youngest in a family 
of seven kids, and Hermione 
Granger, an only child, who is 
really smart and loves to read. 

Harry, Ron and Hermione are fourteen-year-old 
wizards and they go to school at Hogwarts School 
of Witchcraft and Wizardry. This book is number 
four in the Harry Potter series and is about Harry, 
Hermione, and Ron’s fourth year at Hogwarts. 
When they arrive at school that year, the 
headmaster, Albus Dumbledore, tells the students 
about an event Hogwarts is hosting called the 
Triwizard Tournament, a tournament that involves 
two other schools of magic. Only students that are 
of age, seventeen or older, can participate in the 
tournament because they need to have learned 
advanced magic. But to Harry’s surprise, his name 
comes out of the Goblet of Fire (the Goblet of Fire 
chooses the competitors) even though he is only 

fourteen. The Triwizard Tournament consists of 
three difficult tasks the competitors must 
complete. During the last task, Harry and another 
student, Cedric Diggory, are transported with a 
Portkey (an object enchanted to send people to 
another location) to a graveyard where one of the 
most feared Dark wizards of the century, who had 
been in hiding for thirteen years, is waiting for 
them. Harry duels with him and just barely makes it 
out alive. The Portkey returns him to Hogwarts, 
where a traitor is uncovered, a prize is awarded, 
and the Wizarding community is warned against 
the evilest wizard there is. 

Rose lives in Massachusetts. 

There are seven Harry Potter books:

#1 Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone
#2 Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets

#3 Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
#4 Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
#5 Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
#6 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
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Try your hand at 
an acrostic poem 
and write a word 
or sentence that 
begins with each 
of the letters of 
the word to the 
left.

W
I
N
T
E
R

Kayla is taking a road trip around the United States this year.
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The quiet of the woods, 
watching my goats get excited 
to drink warm water, sledding 

and hot cocoa!
Ava

Eating snow ice cream 
and building snow men.

Maisy 

Skating.
Rose

Snow!
Daniel

Snowshoeing, building 
snowmen and sledding 

in the yard.
Maureen (aka Mom)

Playing in the snow 
and eating snow!
Michael and Gracen

Snow flakes and 
snow angels.

Amanda

Playing polar bear and 
building snowmen. 

Kayla

Getting cards in the mail.
Owen

Making prints in the snow.
Breana

about Winter

A few of our favorite things


